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Oriental one, the more ought we to feel the shame of
the contrast between the conduct of the Czar and that
of the Sultan ; the more are we bound to denounce
and repudiate the lawless ambition, the low hypocrisy,
which degrades the Faith which it pretends to serve,
and the insolence of power in his enemy which enlists
every good feeling of men's hearts in favour of the
Turk. No, there can be no doubt on which side in this
contest is right and justice."1

As for the cause of the war, it was all very well for
Lord John Russell and his Ministerial colleagues to
prate about the " integrity and independence of Turkey/1
but in reality the mischief lay deeper and was infinitely
more far-reaching.

" The real and very sufficient reason why the English
people, taken in the largest sense of the word as the
aggregate of all the powers and influences of the Nation,
has gone to war with Russia, is because they have
suddenly awakened to a universal conviction of that
which many men have long seen and known, that the
steadily increasing power of Russia was becoming daily
more and more threatening to Western Europe, and
that the possession of Constantinople, to which he
was visibly stretching forth his arms, would, by rendering
the Czar master of one of the most important political
positions in the world, enable'-him to exercise an
almost irresistible influence and domination over the
prostrate Governments of Europe, and to stamp out
with * Slavonians frozen heelf the dying embers of
that brighter future which now forms the hope and
the consolation of the struggling and uneasy multitudes
from the Thames to the Danube, It seems, then, to me><

1 Fragmentary Wild OaU, pp. 34-5.